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DETAILED ACTION 

. 1. Claims 1-36 are pending in tliis application. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 8 is objected to due to a typographical error; "enviornment" (line 8) is 
misspelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 25-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims are drawn to a computer 
program product which comprises instruction means. The instruction means, 
interpreted in light of the specification and other claims, is software. Software 
alone is functional descriptive material and is non-statutory when not embodied 
on a computer storage medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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6. Claims 13-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

7. Claims 3, 15. and 27, recite, "said other ones." (e.g. claim 3, lines 4 and 8). It is 
unclear what "other ones" refers back to. 

8. Claims 13-24 consistently refer to "said system" (e.g. claim 13, lines 3, 8, and 
1 3). The preamble of claim 1 3 recites two systems, "A system for logically 
provisioning resources in a data processing system." It is unclear what "said 
system" is referring to. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the Invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



10. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nawata 
(US Pub. No. 2004/0125801). 
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1 1 .As to claim 1 , Nawata a method for logically provisioning resources in a data 
processing system, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request for one of a plurality of resources in a provisioning 
environment, said one of said plurality of resources being one of a plurality of 
different types of resources ([0046], a router requests an IP address (resource)); 

selecting a particular instance of said one of said plurality of resources from a 
group of unassigned available resources of said plurality of different types of 
resources ([0046], DHCP server assigns IP address (resource) to requesting 
router); and 

logically provisioning said selected particular instance to fulfill the request by 
establishing logical relationships between said selected particular instance and 
other resources ([0047] and [0048], lines 1-9, DDNS server is informed of the 
newly assigned router address and the address is further associated with server 
infomiation via the NAT (network address translator)). 

12. As to claims 13 and 25, they are rejected by the same rationale set forth in claim 
1's rejection. 

13. As to claims 2, 14, and 26, Nawata discloses identifying other ones of said 
plurality of resources that said selected particular instance requires for use 
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([0047] and [0048], lines 1-9, the newly assigned IP address is associated with 
various resources via the NAT and the DDNS server). 

14. As to claims 3. 15, and 27, Nawata discloses: 

selecting a particular instance for each of said other ones from a group of 
unassigned available resources of said plurality of different types of resources 
that said selected particular instance requires for use ([0047] and [0048], lines 1- 
9); and 

logically provisioning said selected particular instance for each of said other 
ones to fulfill a request by establishing logical relationships between each of said 
other ones ([0047] and [0048], lines 1-9, the newly assigned IP address is 
associated with various resources via the NAT and the DDNS server). . 

15. As to claims 4, 16, and 28, Nawata discloses indicating that said selected 
particular instance is in the process of being reserved, said selected particular 
instance being unavailable for selection after being indicated as in the process of 
being reserved ([0046], a DHCP server inherently has reserved IP address, (i.e. 
addresses that are already assigned or one's assigned that were given an infinite 
lease). 

16. As to claims 5, 17, and 29, Nawata discloses said group of unassigned available 
resources including no preassigned logical associations with any other one of 



Application/Control Number: 10/765,775 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2152 

said plurality of resources ([0046], an available IP address on a DHCP server is 
inherently unaffiliated with other resources (i.e. another computer)). 

17. As to claims 6, 18, and 30, Nawata discloses: 

associating a state variable with each one of said plurality of resources 
([0046], a DHCP server inherently keeps track of the state of IP addresses, such 
as available or unavailable); 

indicating whether each one of said plurality of resources is available to be 
selected utilizing said state variable ([0046], a DHCP server assigns an available 
IP address). 

18. As to claims 7, 19, and 31, Nawata discloses: 

associating a state variable with each one of said plurality of resources 
([0048], the Network Address Translator (NAT) associates the global IP address 
with various local IP addresses (I.e. the IP address is shared among multiple 
servers)); 

indicating whether each one of said plurality of resources is shared utilizing 
said state variable ([0048], when the NAT associates the router's global IP 
address with multiple local IP address that is an indication that the router's IP 
address is shared). 



19. As to claims 8, 20, and 32, Nawata discloses: 
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associating a state variable with each one of said plurality of resources 
([0046], a DHCP server inherently keeps track of the state of IP addresses, such 
as available or unavailable); 

indicating whether each one of said plurality of resources is reserved utilizing 
said state variable, wherein a reserved resource has an established logical 
relationship with said provisioning environment ([0046], a DHCP server will not 
assign an already allocated IP address). 

20. As to claims 9, 21 , and 33, Nawata discloses: 

creating a topology for said provisioning environment, said topology including 
a layout of said plurality of different types of resources ([0048], lines 1-9, the NAT 
associates the router's global IP address with multiple local IP address and a 
translation table is utilized to detemiine which particular packets should go to a 
particular local IP address, this translation table reads on a topology); and 

said layout defining relationships among said plurality of different types of 
resources ([0048], lines 1-9, the NAT associates the router's global IP address 
with multiple local IP address associated with servers). 

21. As to claims 10, 22, and 34, Nawata discloses utilizing said relationships defined 
by said layout to identify other ones of said plurality of resources that said 
selected particular instance requires for use ([0048], lines 1-9). 
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22. As to claims 11, 23, and 35, Nawata discloses determining other ones of said 
plurality of resources that are to be associated with said particular instance 
([0048], lines 1-9). 

23. As to claims 12, 24, and 36, Nawata discloses determining other ones of said 
plurality of resources that depend on said particular instance ([0048], lines 1-9). 

Conclusion 

24. For additional prior art made of record and not relied upon and considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure see attached Notice of References Cited, Form 
PTO-892. 

25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Dailey whose telephone number is 
571-270-1246. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday; 
9:00am - 5:00pm. 

26. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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